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 Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park.

Welcome to the latest update of the different activities in the Park.

After the hot summer we have just experienced the Park is in desperate need of some soaking rain. We all hope for good rains in Autumn and then Winter.  
Park trails and interruptive  sign.

The Department has been working on finalising the interpretive signs that will be placed at the trail heads. The sign have been paid for and we are confident that they will be finished within the next few weeks.

Kym and Eric de Smit have walked over the Park making a detailed list of the work that needs to be done to ensure the new interpretive signs match with the actual trails. At the moment the existing interpretive signs do not match with the new markers in the Park. This has lead to two trails stems operating at once. This is very confusing for visitors and means the old trails are still in use. To ensure the trials and signage matches the old trials need to be decommissioned and the old signs removed.

The work Kym and Eric have identified include placing brush matting over old trials to close them off and removing old signs with the Park. To help with this work the YCC will be in the Park for two days working on some of the trials. There will also be a need for the Friends Group to do some of the remaining work.

An issue that was raised was the existing commemorative plaques in the Park. There will be a need to consult with relevant organizations about the current position of these plaques in relationship to the new trails. Eric will follow up on this.

The Department will not be producing a brochure for the Park but a fact sheet. This sheet will be available on the Department’s web site. There is currently a fact sheet on the site but it will be updated. We are asking every one to visit the site and provide any feed back on this current version. Your comments will be used when updating the fact sheet. To look at the existing fact sheet visit www.parks.sa.gov.au and follow the links to Sandy Creek. 

Olive Control.

There has been some money allocated for ongoing olive control in the Park. Eric will organise a suitable contractor to carry out this work

Rabbit control.

There is also some money for rabbit control in and around the Park. The Department will work with neighboring property owners on the program. The aim is to reduce the pressure on the park by creating  a wide buffer zone. By controlling rabbits in neighboring properties, there is less movement back into the Park after control program.

Rust Control of Bridal creeper.

There has been a program of spreading bridal creeper rust in the Park. To evaluate this program Susan Conway will visit the Park probably in July and conduct a formal assessment. It will be good to see how effective the program has been. 

All the best

Cheers Paul Koch.

