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Minutes of Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park.

Date: 14th June 2003
Meeting opened:  10.10

Present:  Annie Bond, Paul Koch, Graham Lees,  Erik Dahl, Steve Clarke, Terry Owers, Joyce and Les Cain

Apologies: Maurice Roche, Scotte Wedderburn, Steve Taylor, Margaret Crohn

Minutes from previous meeting. 
Moved: Graham

Seconded: Annie

Amendments:  Nil

Passed: Unanimously
Business arising from previous minutes:

Correspondence in:

	Source
	Topic

	Wilderness Society
	Coffin Bay Ponies

	DEH
	Phtophthora Newsletter

	
	Volunteer Project Forms

	Friends of Park Inc
	Riverland Forum

	Conservation Council of SA
	Environment SA

	M.Michelmore
	Subs

	B. Hardy
	Subs and donation

	YHA of SA
	Use of Hostel Building

	Panda Mata
	Plants and Birds of SCCP


Correspondence out: 
	Destination
	Topic

	Natural Conservation Trust
	Friends Award


Treasurer’s report: 

Summary of tabled report.

	
	$

	Closing Balance at 7th June 2003
	3137.98

	Broken up as
	

	Non –Discretionary Funds (funds allocated to specific projects)
	1572.15

	Discretionary Funds ( For Projects the Group wishes to undertake)
	1565.83


President’s report: 

Nil

General Business:

1.Youth Hostel access.


The Friends Group has received a letter from the Youth Hostel Association of SA regarding access to the Hostel for our meetings. The letter outlines a reported conflict between the Group and people booking the hostel. In particular, it highlights a complaint that the Group has left the hostel in a dirty state and had restricted access to people for our meeting. The Friends Group is concerned about these complaints, as we have not used the hostel while it is being booked and in these cases have held our meetings under trees or on the front veranda if it is raining. Also, when we have used the Hostel we have always left it in a tidy state.

Paul will contact the Hostel association to clarify the situation

2. Ranger’s report.

· Eric wanted to thank the group for the hard work it has carried out in the Park. In particular the effort in obtaining funds for the purchase of the Filsell block and completing the vegetation survey. The survey will be very useful in weed and vermin control. Erik also commended the Group in their success in obtaining grant funds to control bridle creeper which is outside the human resources of the Group.

· There will be a work group from the Department of Correctional Services coming to the Park in the near future to carry out some work. This will include bone seed, bridle creeper and olive control.

· Kangaroo numbers. A major problem in the Park is the large kangaroo numbers. A management plan is being prepared which will look at controlling numbers. This will lead to a culling program which is the most effective method of controlling numbers.

 3. Tree Poppers™


Eric has brought to the meeting a tool called a Tree Popper™. This is a tool for levering out woody weeds and greatly increases the area that can be treated. It was agreed that the Group would trial them and if they felt the tool was worthwhile Paul would apply for funds through the Catchment Board to purchase two.

Next meeting: 12th July 2003.

Meeting closed: 10.30

