[image: image1.png]


Minutes of Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park.

Date: 13th September 2003
Meeting opened:  11.30am 
Present:  Annie Bond, Paul Koch, Margaret Crohn, Les and Joyce Cain, Terry Owers, Kym Smith.
Welcome to Kym Smith as a new member.
Apologies: Scotte Wedderburn, Graham Lees, Jeff Watson and Steve Taylor,
Minutes from previous meeting. 
Moved: -
Seconded: -
Amendments:  -
Passed: -
Business arising from previous minutes:

1. YHA 

Annie sent a letter to the YHA in response to concerns raised by them. In particular we made a request for visitors to follow guidelines laid out by National Parks regarding conduct in Parks and the need to follow phytophthora hygiene practices.  We are still waiting for a formal response from YHA, however YHA is now passing information on to its guests. The Friends group has placed a cleaning kit in the hostel for use although there will be a need to place a poster on the wall outlining the process. 
2. Bridle creeper control

A contractor, Tim Jury will be working on the Bridal creeper in October. He was one of the contractors who worked on the weed last year. This should provide continuity in the control program. 

3. Funding applications

Still no word on funding applications: Envirofunds for bridal creeper control and Friends of Parks for tree poppers. The group is still hopefull for success.

Correspondence in:

	Source
	Topic

	Various members
	subscriptions


Correspondence out: 
	Destination
	Topic

	YHA SA
	Response to concerns raised by YHA


Treasurer’s report: nil
President’s report: nil
General Business:

1. Tools

It was decided to purchase a weeding brush from Maurice. He produces a modified version of the brush that allows you to work closer to the ground

2. Bridal creeper control.

Steve Taylor attended the working bee to show the group a method of spreading creeper rust. He explained how in past years he inoculated a number of sites in the park. In particular a site 50 metres north of the end of the Mark Bonin walkway was inoculated with rust in 2001. In 2002 it had spread to 4 metres in diameter. In 2003 it had spread to an area 10 by 20 metres.

After being shown how to inoculate bridal creeper plants, members spread the rust spores along the eastern edge of the vegetation adjacent to the old vineyard. It is hoped that the wind will blow spores eastward, infesting the bridal creeper.
Next meeting: 11th October
To work on the following: Bridal creeper spraying, drill and fill olives, Monadinea control, look for and work on rare orchid sites.
Meeting closed: 12.00
