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Minutes of Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park.

Date: 14th February 2004
Meeting opened:  9.30 am
Present:  Annie Bond, Maurice Roche, Paul Koch, Graham Lees, Elizabeth Black, Steve Clarke, Les and Joyce Cain, 
Apologies: Steve Taylor, Scotte Wedderburn, Margaret Crohn and Kym Smith.
Please note that no work was carried out in the Park due to the extreme weather conditions.

Correspondence in:

	Source
	Topic

	EEIP&S
	Invoice # 64

	Habit restoration services
	Invoice number 17/11/03

	DEH
	Registration of ongoing projects

	FoP
	Enviro grant acceptance – Weed control program

	
	Friends Grants acceptance- Poppers


Correspondence out: 
	Destination
	Topic

	EEIP&S
	Payment of invoice

	Habit restoration services
	Payment of invoice

	DEH
	Registration of ongoing projects


Treasurer’s report: Nil
President’s report: Nil
General Business:

1. Resignation of President.

It is with sadness that the group was informed of Annie’s resignation as President. Annie is spending some time traveling and working around Australia. The meeting thanked her for her tremendous support, leadership and untiring work she has given to the group. Annie was also presented with a certificate of appreciation from the group as a mark of her service.
Annie thanked the group for the support it had given her and praised everyone for being a great group of people to work with.

The group wished Annie well for her future travels and hoped she stays in contact with us.

The role of President will revert to our vice President Steve Clarke who will hold the position until the next AGM.

2. Clean up Australia Day.

At our next working bee the Barossa Valley 4WD Club will help us as part of their community contribution to the day. 

Meet at 9.30 in the Northern Car Park where we will tackle bone seed, litter and tidy around old building near the clearing. The working bee will be followed by a BYO BBQ. Could you please also bring a salad to share.

3. Enviro funds.

The group was successful in applying for funds. It will receive $2900 to control bridle creeper, veldtgrass grass and Pentaschistis. It was proposed that the two contractors that worked on bridle creeper last year be engaged again so there is continuity with the existing weed control program. 

Annie will pass on the information regarding this so it can be organized.

4. FOP grant.

The group has also been successful in receiving funds for two poppers. Paul will arrange the purchase of them.

5. Revegetation within the Park.
There was some discussion about methods of re-establishing vegetation within the Park. There are two main options. One is planting out seedlings, the other is allowing natural regeneration. It was felt after some discussion that allowing natural regeneration may be the best option for the Park. This revolves around sowing treated acacia seed into open areas. The acacias will eventually grow and shade out weed competition. Natural colonization from surrounding vegetation will over time occur.

6. Mistletoe within the Park.

On the group’s Christmas walk a large Pink Gum that was heavily colonized by mistletoe was pointed out by Barry Hutchins. Barry highlighted the fact that the tree has been a landmark in that part of the Park for as long as he could remember and provided a valuable food source for birds. He felt that a tree of that size and age could cope with up to three mistletoes but it now has up to six, that are causing the tree to decline and over time it may die.
After some discussion it was felt that the number of mistletoe should be reduced from the trees. It was resolved that the Department be approached to carry out the work. The removal should also be linked to a monitoring program (most likely through the Uni.) to record the results of removing the mistletoe.

7. Extending footprint of Park.
Local resident Jenny Slocombe, is interested in revegetating a site on her property. She would like advice and seed from the group. She is also interested in joining the group to grain more knowledge and experience.

Next meeting: 13th March 2004. The meeting will be in conjunction with the Barossa Valley 4WD Club. Meet at 9.30 in the Northern Car Park where we will tackle bone seed, litter and tidy around old building near clearing. The working bee will be followed by a BYO BBQ. Could you please also bring a salad to share.

Meeting closed: 10.30am
