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Minutes of Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park.

Date: 12th June 2004
Meeting opened:  9.45 am
Present:  Maurice Roche, Paul Koch, Steve Clarke, Les Cain, Kym Smith, 
Apologies: Steve Taylor, Graham Lees, Erik Dahl, Margaret Crohn, Terry Owers,  
Jeff Watson and Joyce Cain
Minutes from previous meeting. 8th May 2004
Moved: Steve
Seconded: Paul
Amendments:  Nil
Passed: Unanimously
Business arising from previous minutes:

1. Slocombe property. 
Steve, Maurice and Paul visited the site to provide some advice. The area to be revegetated is approximately 40 by 60 metres. The site was an old orchard but now is overrun with weeds. Adjacent to the site is some very good remnant vegetation, which is very similar in composition to what is found in the Park. After some discussion the family has decided to tackle the site in stages with the area closest to  the vegetation treated first. They will treat the area for weeds then sow in locally collected seed ie eucalyptus and acacia. They will also do the ongoing maintenance.
Our group will be able to assist in the following way.

· Provide appropriate seed ( Steve and Paul have some available)

· Offer technical support

· Help with the establishment of photo points of the area.

The group feels it a worthwhile project and will support it in any way possible.

2. Publicity for Clean up Australia Day.

Steve to follow up with the owners of the mine and Bunyip about publicising the work. This will be a good example of collaboration between the three groups for a good outcome. 

3. Removal of mistletoe.

Steve Clarke spoke to Steve Taylor regarding the removal of the mistletoe from the identified tree. The proposal lends itself to a research project looking at the benefits, effects ect of removing the plant. This could be incorporated into a larger study of an honors student. 

After much discussion it was felt that a smaller proposal that the group could manage it self may be more practical at this time.

It was proposed that the group approach Steve Taylor about the group physically removing the plant themselves. A tree in similar condition and location would also be chosen as a ‘control’. Monitoring would take place to assess the changes in growth health etc of the trees to provide some indication about the success of otherwise of removing mistletoe.
A search will also take place to look at other projects dealing with the removal of mistletoe.

As a group we would need permission to remove a native plant.

All OHS would need to be considered and adhered to.

Steve Clarke to follow up.

4. GIS. Steve Clarke spoke to Steve Taylor about the group having access to a GIS for mapping and as a recording tool. Again it was agreed that it would be of great benefit to the group. Steve C. to continue the discussion.  
5. Enviro fund project. Maurice gave a report of the work he has carried out to date. He reported that he has treated all of the Pentaschistis in the Rix Zone. This is a great outcome for the group and the Park

The original agreement was to cap the work at $500 (this was a notional amount to place some parameters on the first stage of the project). To complete the Rix zone the actual cost was $564.39. After some discussion it was agreed to ask Maurice to submit a revised invoice to the higher amount. This new amount still fits within our total budget for the project.

Please note Maurice was not present for the discussion and final decision.

The group wishes to express our thanks and appreciation for the work Maurice carries out in the Park especially when on a contract basis.

Correspondence in:

	Source
	Topic

	FoP
	New constitution

	
	Minutes,11th AGM

	
	Gift Fund

	
	Friends Grants

	
	Chainsaw operation course

	
	Enviro fund

	
	Membership renewal.

	DEH
	Project status- GPS funding

	
	Phytopthota news letter

	E,E&IP&S
	Invoice #70 – Enviro fund grant


Correspondence out: Nil
Treasurer’s report: Nil
President’s report: Nil
General Business:

1. Motor bikes. Maurice and Les have seen evidence of people riding motor bikes within the Park. They suspect they get under or over damaged fences. The group will advise the Department of this. They will also check the fences for any problems and advise the Department for repairs.

2. Enviro fund grant. The next round of  enviro fund grants has been released, It was agreed that applying for these funds is very time consuming and in some cases difficult to achieve. As we are currently managing a current grant we would not put in an application this round. It was also felt that there are other funding sources are more practical to apply for and may better suit our group’s needs. 

3. Maps. Kym spoke about work he is doing in Para Wirra. Part of the documentation is the use of localized maps that have the park divided up into individual work ‘unit’ or sites. After some discussion it was decided that Kym will use existing Park maps to produce a map that divides the area into ‘units’. When we are planning carrying out any work, it will be easier to identify the area we are working in. This will not only help when people are working in the Park but also allow the Department to be able to track the location of work being carried out.  

4. Weed Warriors. Paul was approached by Catherine Austin from Weed Warriors about releasing Bridal Creeper leaf  hopper that she is breeding at Sandy Creek School, in the Park. It was felt that this was appropriate as others have already been released. She will be releasing them in a fortnight near the northern car park. Paul will be able to attend and will pass on the details (when finalised) to any one else who may wish to come along.  

5. Bridal Creeper Rust spore. Les reported that he will be receiving a consignment of bridal creeper with spores. From the material a large quantity (possibly 200 litres for the region) of spore water will be able to be made up. 

The group agreed that it would be advisable to spread the spore water out as quickly as practical when the material arrives. Les, Joyce and Kym will probably be in a position to do this. To help with the distribution, Kym will purchase three 5 litre sprayers. 

6. Ongoing work. Les, Joyce and Kym have been providing ongoing work within the Park. This has lead to a dramatic drop in the number of bone seed plants within the Park. The population of olives has also reduced. Currently they are working on the dog rose in the southern creek bed.

Thanks to Les, Joyce and Kym for their on going commitment and input into the Park.

Next meeting: 10th July 2004


   AGM 930 followed by Monthly meeting.
Meeting closed: 11.30
