[image: image1.png]


Minutes of Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park.

Date: 10th July 2004
Meeting opened:  10.45
Present:  Paul Koch, Graham Lees, Erik Dahl, Steve Clarke, Les Cain, Kym Smith, 
Apologies: Maurice Roche, Steve Taylor, Margaret Crohn, Jeff Watson, Terry Owers and Joyce Cain
Congratulation to Kym on being elected the new President of the Group and chairing his first meeting

Minutes from previous meeting. 12th June 2004
Moved: Kym
Seconded: Steve
Amendments:  Nil
Passed: Unanimously
Business arising from previous minutes:

1. Slocombe property. The family is currently doing weed control on the area to be revegetated. Steve has seed from the Park which he will pass on to the family. 

2. Mistletoe.  Erik said the group has permission to remove it from a number of trees.
After some discussion the group felt it could become a bigger project. For example working on thirty trees. i.e  10 treated, 10 untreated, 10 half treated. 
The first step will be to develop a protocol we should follow. It was suggested we speak to a group in Clare who is working with mistletoe. 

It was also felt that the project could become part of a Uni. students program. Options include students involved in a PhD, honors or field studies.

As a first step Steve Clark to contact Keith Cowley at the Roseworthy campus regards students doing the subject Field Study working on it as a project.  
It was envisaged the student would be able to:

· Scope the project

· Survey suitable trees

· Advise on suitable trees to be treated 
· Develop photo points.

In essence the project has three parts. 
a. Planning - Student

b. Implementation – Friend group, contractors ( may need funds)

c. Monitoring- Friends group.

3. Mapping the Park.

a. Maps for field work. Kym to break the Park into simple zones along natural features and vegetation land use types. This will allow for on-ground work and some management plans being developed ie different work for different zones

b. Producing maps. There is a need to be able to produce up-to-date maps we can use in the Park. These maps can be developed from the existing data we have collected from the vegetation survey, for example updating information such as weeds treated, rabbit warrens etc.

Currently this information is in electronic form. It is also important that this information is passed onto other people so it is not lost. 
The problem we have is the group does not have access to software to produce maps. Graham to look at the different programs available (share ware) that can be used to create the maps we need.
4. Enviro funds.

Maurice has completed the first part of the project working on Pentaschistis in the Rix Zone. Work will be carried out on Velt grass in the coming month before it seeds. The areas we treat will come from the survey.
Bridle creeper. It was felt that we should make a decision about the areas to be treated after we see the results of the spore water release. The success of the spread will determine which areas we will treat with herbicide. 

Correspondence in:

	Source
	Topic

	FoP Inc
	First Aid training

	
	Friends of Parks register / mailing list

	
	Friends of Parks Manual

	
	Receipt # 4407561 

	DEH
	Wildlife Conservation Funds Grants

	Volunteers SA
	Training opportunities.

	Bank of Adelaide
	Bank Statement # 75.

	Membership renewals
	Steve Clarke, Graham and Marie- louise Lees and Kym Smith.


Correspondence out: 
	Destination
	Topic

	
	


Treasurer’s report: Nil
President’s report: Nil
General Business:

1.
Web site. 

Graham has put together a site for the group at www.cockatoovally.com  The home page has links to the site. There are a number of locations on the site that need answers for. It will be a good site to load information about the group ie membership details, minutes etc. also information about the Park. In particular the site will be able to highlight major issues, ie weed problems, potential diseases, etc within the Park. It should not just try to ‘sell’ the Park. 

May be good avenue to recruit new members

Members are encouraged to visit the site and make comments in particular if the group would like to see it as an ‘official’ web site for our group.
2 
Road side work. If you are working on the road verge adjunct to the Park you are covered by Friends insurance. There is some concern though,  as it is being Council land. In particular OHS issues. Paul to look at the implications of this.

3.     Rangers report

a. There has been some movement of people in the Department. In particular Steve Taylor working out of Black Hill for a while.

b. There is a management plan for Kangaroos in Para Wirra. This will flow onto Sandy Creek with culling happening  around March 2005

c. A rabbit management plan for Sandy Creek  is also being developed

The Department is looking to employ Meg Robertson to develop an overall  management plan for the Park. Erik will keep us posted
Next meeting: 14th August 2004.
Meeting closed: 1200
