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Minutes of Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park.

Date: 14th August 2004

Meeting opened:  10.00am
Present: Steve Taylor, Les Cain and Kym Smith, 
Apologies: Paul Koch, Graham Lees, Jeff Watson, Steve Clarke, Elizabeth Black Margaret Crohn and Joyce Cain.
Minutes from previous meeting: 10th July 2004
Moved: Kym
Seconded: Les
Amendments:  Nil 
Passed: Unanimously
Business arising from previous minutes:

1. Mapping the Park

A map was previously produced using tracks and old title boundaries to divide the park into 13 areas. This will be refined using an aerial photograph and 1:10000 map to ensure accuracy and definability of the boundaries.

The vegetation survey database is in Graham's Park website. The data can be accessed using a spreadsheet (or database program) and maps of any plant species etc can be  drawn by hand onto a map for working bees etc. Kym has the data in an Excel workbook form (19 worksheets) and blank maps.

Correspondence in:

	Source
	Topic

	State of Volunteering
	State Government Office for Volunteers newsletter Winter 2004

	DEH
	Iron-on Volunteer Patches available to groups at $3.00 each. Magnetic car door stickers available for $20 each.

	
	New endorsement measures for charities –correspondence from the ATO.

	Weed Warriors
	Release of  Bridle Creeper leaf hopper, letter of thanks

	SA Office for Volunteers,
	Volunteers Support Fund


Correspondence out: 
	Destination
	Topic

	nil
	


Treasurer’s report: Nil
President’s report: Nil
General Business:

1. Bridal Creeper leaf hoppers: On the 25th of  June there was a release of hoppers in the Park. This was a joint project between Weed Warriors, Barossa Ranges APC and Sandy Creek Primary School. The release was also attended by Paul and Kym. This is another weapon we have on the assault of Bridal creeper. The group will monitor its spread and keep Weed Warriors informed.
2. SA Office for Volunteers: This department has Volunteers Support Funds available for Community Organisations. The grants are available for volunteer-related needs including training and development. The closing date is the  27th  of  September with submissions for up to $3000 being considered. 
3. Bridal creeper rust. Les will continue dispersing bridal creeper rust until the end of August. Steve will obtain forms for the assessment of rust establishment.
The rust should be allowed to work and no chemical spraying done in the near  future

4. South Para Biodiversity Project (SPBP) meeting (11/8/04). Kym attended this meeting with  two issues of interest raised:

· As a part of the regional fox control program, Erik wants to have fox baits put in Sandy Creek CP. (Steve thinks that the last baits were placed about 12 months ago near survey points 11 & 125).

· SPBP need seeds of many species for its plant nursery. It may be possible for Friends groups to be paid for collecting seed for the Project.

5. Ranger report.
· Two vehicles have been seen in the south carpark before dawn by John Fuller (FOPW). Steve will follow this up.

· There is some damage to the boundary fence where motor bikes have been gaining entry from the adjacent sand mine area. Les will repair the fence at the NE corner near survey point 19.

· Steve is preparing an application for NHT funds for additions to reserves (using the CARS system) to offset the funds for the 15 ha Filsell block. Some dead Banksias in this area may be an indication of Phytophthera infestation

· There are large numbers of woody weeds along the creek in the SW corner of Rix zone (100-103). Steve is not sure whether the boundary is the fenceline or the creek. He will find out and get permission to do weed control if necessary. It may be useful to get funding eg Catchment to do this work.

Next meeting: 11th September 2004 – Guest speaker and guided walk by Bob Bates to view Native Orchids in the park. Meet at 9.30 at the hostel for the walk. BYO  BBQ lunch to follow.
Meeting closed: 11.30
