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Minutes of Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park.

Date: 13th Nov, 2004
Meeting opened:  12.30
Present:  Maurice Roche, Paul Koch, Graham Lees, Les and Joyce Cain, Kym Smith, Simon Rathbone
Apologies: Margaret Crohn
Minutes from previous meeting. 14th August 2004
Moved: Kym
Seconded: Graham
Amendments:  Nil
Passed: Unanimously

Business arising from previous minutes:

1. Mapping. This is on-going with Kym producing maps. Kym will make points in the new section for reference. He will continue on from the existing numbers. There is still a need to divide the Park into work zones. Kym will also keep developing this.

2. Bridal Creeper control . Les reported that the rust that was spread around the park on the 18th of July has taken off. He also feels it is doing better that the rust spread the year earlier. He thinks it may be  a different strain of rust. From a workshop he attended it was stated that the rust will stop the plant from flowering and seeding and that over a number of years, possibly in 15 years the corns in the soil will be exhausted and the plant dies.

He suggested that some spores be collected from Eden Valley next year to do some more spreading.

The issue of rust resistance was also raised. There will always be a small percentage of the plant population that will be resistant to the rust. If these plants are identified they should be treated by other means such as herbicides to control them.

Leaf hoppers were also released in the Park, but up till now, no evidence of their presence in the Park has been identified.

3. Motor bikes. Bikes are still coming into the Park. Les has fixed up broken fences where they come into the Park. Unfortunately they simply cut the fence and come in again. Les has told the Department, who are following it up. Les suggested that the owners of the properties where the bikes are coming from be approached as they may know the people coming in and arrange to have them stop it.
Correspondence in:

	Source
	Topic

	Barry and Ruby Hutchins
	Acceptance of  Patrons role and donation

	Membership renewals
	S.Clarke, G&M Lees, K.Smith, A Benger

	FoP
	Volunteer Support Fund

	
	Patches and Magnets info

	
	Copy of training records

	
	Circular #2. OHSW

	
	Details of Heritage grants

	
	Park Passes

	
	Training details - Groups

	
	Up dated Pink Form

	
	IRNM- Mt Lofty Ranges x 2

	
	Clean up Australia Day

	
	2004 - Year of Native Fauna 

	Friends of Aldinga Scrub
	Development adjacent to Park

	Friends of Sth. Fleurieu Parks
	Friends Forum 2005


Correspondence out: 
	Destination
	Topic

	Dene Cordes
	Annual Financial Report 2003-2004.


Treasurer’s report: Nil
President’s report: Nil
General Business:

1. Fox control. There is a fox bait adjacent to the northern car park which is being checked weekly. Others will be laid although there has been some community concern about laying baits. In particular from residents adjacent to the Park and worries about the security of their dogs. The Department will follow this up and lay baits where it deems it appropriate.
2. Phytopthera in Park. There is some concern about the plants in the new block that show possible signs of phytopthera infection. This is a worrying possibility for the Park and it’s management. The group believes it is vital that we confirm it’s possible presence as soon as possible. The group will pay for a soil sample to be tested. Kym to make the arrangements to do this.
3. Walking tracks: There is a need to have a suitable walking track into the new section. There is an existing track that is quite suitable with a few minor modification. The group will talk with the Department about forming this walking track

4. Park Cards. The Department allocated cards to friends members so they can have access to different Parks and facilities. The Group has a number of cards allocated to different people. Some of these people are not currently active with the group. There is a need to either retrieve cards from non active members or write them off as lost.

Paul to follow this up
5.  Enviro Fund. It was decided that the next stage in the program will be identifying good vegetation in grassy woodland and working on this. The aim is to stabilize these patches by removing Pentischist and velt grass competition around them. Monies will also be held back to apply herbicide to bridle creeper plants that show resistance to the rust.
6. Pest Control Program. The Department is engaging a contractor to control pests within the Park. This includes creatures such as bees and rabbits. The group is asked to identify these and pass information onto the Department so it can go into the control program. There were concerns raised by the practice of echidna and sand goanna using the warrens for shelter etc. In particular echidnas place their puggles in the warren from September through to March. One solution to this is the use of small cameras to look inside a warren to verify if only rabbits are present. No resolution was decided on this problem.

7. Training Audit. The Department would like to record the training members have been involved in over the last couple of years. They would also like to look at future training needs. Paul will collate this information

Next meeting: 11th of December
9.30 am at Youth Hostel for a walk in the Park with Barry and Ruby Hutchins, followed by our Christmas break up lunch at Kym Smith’s House. BYO BBQ meat and salad to share. Also, there is a pool for a swim.
Meeting closed: 1.30pm 
