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Minutes of Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park.

Date: 12 Feb 2005
Meeting opened:  12.30
Present:   Steve Taylor, Paul Koch, Graham Lees, Margaret Crohn and  Kym Smith. 
Apologies: Maurice Roche Les and Joyce Cain.
Guests: Rob and Sue Marshall, Royal Geographical Society SA 
Minutes from previous meeting. 13th of Nov. 2004
Moved: Steve
Seconded: Kym
Amendments:   Nil
Passed: Unanimously

Business arising from previous minutes:

Phytopthera in Park- Steve has not sampled in the Park for it yet.  There is some difficulty in taking actual samples. The best time is in spring. Steve to follow up.
Pest animal control

An interim report was received from Mick Young. The details to date are.

· 115 warrens flagged

· 49 blasted

· 60-65% of Park flagged

· 30% of Park treated

Steve commented about the need for this work to continue. There is a need to control at least 85% of warrens to have an impact on the ground. Removing warrens makes rabbits vulnerable to predators. Also, blasting ‘fluffs’ up the soil making it difficult for the rabbits to re-dig warrens. There may be benefits in working with neighbors to ensure rabbit control program is successful. 

Mick also pointed out the car bodies in the creek. They provide harbor for rabbits and foxes. They should be removed. 

Steve to discuss with Eric and Simon about different options for continuing this program.
New Trails.

Rob and Sue spoke about the process and results up to now. There are also a number of issues that needs resolving to finalise the trails.
Rob commented that it has been a long process but is happy with the outcome. Redoing the trails sends a message to users that is possible to develop sustainable tracks. The design complies with Australian Standards 14000 for environmental standards, to reduce the possibility of erosion.
Some parts of the trail are in areas that may erode. Possible solutions to this are:

· Cover sections with locally collected wood chips. ( consideration of possible contamination should be taken)

· Broaching sections to allow water to move into the vegetation and not down the slope

· Rock or metal chip can be laid on trail to reduce erosion.

Steve asked that the Friends Group help to identify these sites so it can be programmed into the work schedule. 

The new trails are being marked out and clearance work to define them is ongoing.
The next step is to have the trails commissioned. 

There is a need to finish off signposting, producing a map, officially opening the new trails and decommissioning the old trails. The following needs to be completed or undertaken.
· A map will be in the upcoming publication of Exploring the Barossa being published by the Geographical Society in April. 

· This book will be launched, possibly at a winery 

· The Friends Group may look at having a launch of the new trails on site to let local people know of the changes. The group should also consider the effort needed to carry out a launch. 

· Sign posts and information bays will need to be changed and moved etc. 

· Mark Bonnin Walk. There is a need to close this walk ie eroding badly. Concerns were raised of the historical connection of the walk with the Bonnin family. A number of options were canvassed. Still more consideration should be made before changes made.
· Defining the main car park. Is it on Pimpala Rd or off Barossa Valley Highway. This is important as it will be stating and finishing point for the walks.

Overall every one was happy with the process and on ground work to date and feel it will be a benefit to the Park especially if visitor numbers increase.
Correspondence in:

	Source
	Topic

	DEH
	Richard de-Groote Dep. Reg.Co-ord.

	
	Circular #44- Recruitment displays

	
	Off  label herb. Use.

	
	Circ. 39 –theme years

	
	Entitlement cards

	FoP
	Trails alliance SA x2

	Kym Smith
	Trails in SCPC

	Bob Bates
	Trails in SCCP

	Adelaide Bank
	Statement #77

	Maurice Roach
	Report – spot regeneration in SC

	
	Invoice # 86

	Mick Young
	Report – Pest control

	Meagan Golding
	Invoice # 6

	DEH
	John Wilkinson- Rec. and trials officer

	
	Pink Form x 3 memos

	
	Induction document

	FoP
	Notice 12th AGM

	
	Reserve management planning

	
	Small equipment grants

	Will, Lyndoch and Dist landcare group
	Receipt of letter

	DEH
	Para Wirra – Draft man. plan amendment.


Correspondence out: 
	Destination
	Topic

	Megan Golding
	Payment of invoice # 6

	Maurice Roach
	Payment of invoice # 86.


Treasurer’s report: 
We currently have $3403 in the bank. $1685 is allocated for the current Enviro Fund project. When this project is complete we will have $1718 remaining. As this will be the lowest amount the group has had in a long while we should consider applying for funds so we can continue on with programs in the Park.
President’s report: 

Nil.

General Business:

Members.
Yvonne Rand is a new signed up member of our group.

Steve spoke of a possible new member and will follow up
Induction document.

There is a new induction document that should be made available to all new members. In particular it outlines that all members are covered by the Department insurance in case of any injury.
Enviro Funds.
The contractors have finished another section of the park with a report on the work so far. This working is having beneficial outcomes for the Park. 

We currently have $1685 to be spent on the project. The projects works was to be finished by the 15th of Jan and then acquitted in 90 days. 

As there is still more work to carry out, the group will seek an extension of time. The group will seek an extension of the project. Kym to make request with Steve providing a supporting letter if needed. 
With the mild summer there is a significant amount of boneseed in the Park. It was resolved with the extension period, to contract out the removal of this weed. This will be extra to the boneseed the group has controlled.

Small equipment grant.

An application will be made for a small shipping container to secure our equipment. Also hand tools will also be sought.

Department of Corrective services.

A group will be coming into the Park to conduct weed control program. There are a number of areas they will work on.
· Bone seed in new section. They will cut and possible swab. They will not remove the weed (just displace it) as its removal can cause damage to the existing vegetation. Also piling up of weed can damage existing plants.

· Remove old fence into the new block

· If suitable skills in group, relocate gate from old boundary fence into entry point in from Filsell block

Barry Hutchins book and  launch.

Barry has compiled a publication of work he has carried out in the Park and the Gold Fields over the last 30 years. It has important historical and scientific value. 
The group is undertaking the publication of the book and launching it. 
The book has been copy edited with the manuscript sent up to Barry in Qld.  for comments. Some of the information may not be available until he comes back from Qld. This would mean it will not be ready for publication until mid March. This will allow for a launch in mid April, possibly before the school holidays.
The text will be converted into a PDF and copies printed on demand. This reduces the cost of having funds tied up in hard copies. The file will also be available on our web page for interested people to down load.
Different tasks have been allocated.

· Paul and Margaret to organize publication.

· Kym to organize the launch day 

· Graham to organize catering etc.

The launch will include the formal launch, a walk on the new trail, light lunch and book signing by the author.

Work units.

Kym is still working on dividing the park into units to identify where work etc has been carried out.

He will add to the existing 142 survey sites. Geographic features will also be used to identify areas.

Mistletoe.

Work has been carried out on the Pink Gum at the end of the old vineyard area.

Up to 85 % of the mistletoe in the tree was removed ie 23 of 28 plants. This is within the guidelines provided by the Native Vegetation Council. Pictures were taken so progress of the tree can be monitored.

There is also information about mistletoe forwarded by Amanda Pearce
Plant list.

There is now a new plant list for the Park. It is a combination of lists developed by Bob Bates and Rosemary Taplin. This list will be loaded onto the web page as long as the authors give permission.

Next meeting: 12 of March 2005
Meeting closed: 2.15pm
