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Minutes of Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park.

Date: 11th June 2005

Meeting opened:  10.30am

Present:  Kym Smith, Yvonne Rand, Paul Koch, Margaret Crohn

Apologies: Graham Lees, Steve Clarke, Les and Joyce Cain.

Minutes from previous meeting. 12 March 2005

Moved: Kym
Seconded: Yvonne
Amendments:  Nil
Passed: Unanimously
Business arising from previous minutes:

1. Small equipment grant. Unfortunately we were unsuccessful with the application. Probably as it was for a building and was at the upper end of amounts that may be approved.

2. Launch of Barry’s book. This  was a successful launch with over 53 people attending from 8 different organizations. It was an enjoyable day with the publication being well received. From the original 100 copies printed, 75 have been sold with the rest as complementary copies ie libraries, research organizations etc.

To cover cost the group applied for funds to cover the cost of complementary copies from NAB Catchment Board. This application was successful with a grant of $310 being approved. We have the opportunity to apply for a grant from Parks Inc to cover other costs incurred in the launch. By doing this the group will not be out of pocket.

Sales have been steady especially through the support provided by Parks Inc and Mount Pleasant Natural Resources Centre which have widely advertised it.

Overall, it was a lot of work to get out, but the publication is a good  and a valuable resource  and it is important to have it widely read. We have a lot of feedback that say it is a good book and very useful. 

The media coverage has also been quite wide with articles appearing in the Bunyip, Herald, Willy Wag Tail and also in an upcoming issue of the Chain.

Many of our sales have come from these sources 

3. New trails. The book that will include the new trails in the Park will be launched on the 18th of June. There is still more work to be carried out on the trails to finish them off. In particular, the signs at the two entrances need to be updated to show details of the new trails. This is a Department responsibility as they need to be standardized over all Parks. Some of the material used on the trail have been taken from other sites. The Geographic Society has suggested that we look at applying for fund to help offset the cost of these materials. It will be something that the group will look at.

4. Enviro fund grant. This has been extended to the 15th of August with the final report to be submitted by the 15th of Nov. There is currently $1700 remaining. Going from the original application, the funds are for habitat restoration using minimal disturbance techniques. It was agreed that exotic weeds will be targeted in the good vegetation section in the Northern zone. The surveying and accompanying maps will be used to identify the areas to work on.

Kym to talk to Maurice about doing the on-ground work or being contracted to provide direction on the most appropriate section to work on. This will help with continuity of work previously carried in the Park by Maurice. If Maurice is unable to physically carry out the work Amanda Pearce will be approached to do the work. 

Kym to arrange this and generate a purchase order depending on the outcome of discussions with Maurice.

All in Favour.

Correspondence in:

	Source
	Topic

	DEH
	Pink Forms

	
	Media releases and insurance cover

	Trees for life
	Workshops

	FoP
	AGM info x 2

	
	Annual report

	
	Writing Friends history

	
	Friends Grants

	
	Volunteer strategy

	
	21st Forum info

	
	Income and expenditure report

	
	Reports for Groups AGM reports  (Including Kyms- a great read!)

	
	Asparagus weed control info

	
	Phytophthora awareness info

	
	Environmanta; Education and Landcare network

	
	The Chain – A new direction

	
	Plant conservation – Challenges of Change

	
	Landcare awards.

	SA Police
	Volunteer Org. Auth. Number

	SA Govt
	State of Volunteering

	
	2005-6 Heritage Fund

	NAB Cat. Water Board
	Future directions

	Indigenous Community Volunteers
	The program

	Bunyip Press
	Invoice number 3353

	Commonwealth Govt.
	Landcare Community Support

	
	Small equipment grants - unsuccessful


Correspondence out: 
	Destination
	Topic

	Josie Pyle
	Membership


Treasurer’s report: not available

President’s report: 
General Business:

1. Friends Grant. We have the opportunity to apply for a grant from Friends of Parks to cover the cost of catering for the book launch and ongoing cost associated with selling, maintaining the books distribution. It was agreed that we will apply for $200. This covers the initial cost of catering and the estimated ongoing distribution and maintenance costs. Margaret to write the application

2. Landcare award. The publication and launch of the book was a major undertaking. If was felt that it should be recognized by the broader community. Paul will look at putting in a Landcare award application under education etc.

3. New member. We have a new member; Josie Pyle. Welcome to the group and we all hope you enjoy being part of the group.

4. Golf club development. There is a proposed residential development around the Gawler Golf Club on Creek Road. The plan is for up to 300 houses with the potential for 900 to 1000 plus people. Public submissions were called for after a public meeting that looked at it. The group submitted a written submission as we felt that the development would have a negative impact on the Park. This saw an article in the Herald and a quote from Barry Hutchins. There will be a follow-up article in next week’s paper.

 The submission provided by the group highlighted a number of issues. In particular the shrinking of the buffer zone around the Park and the high probability of damage to the Park from this increase in population. In particular the group felt that a detailed environmental impact study should be undertaken to assess the impact. The group also felt that we should be involved in the investigation.


We had some discussion about the proposal. The development has a number of drivers shaping it. 

· Firstly there is a projection by Council that an extra 1000 people will be living in the region. By concentrating them in one location it is felt there will be less environmental impact. 

· The Golf Club needs the development to ensure its financial future. 

The developer has stated that it is endeavoring to reduce the environmental impact of the actual project. All sewage and storm water will be treated on site. Also existing wet areas will be retained. It was also said that native trees will be planted on site and the developer was felt this would have a positive out come for the local environment.

As a group we discussed the possible impact of having that number of residents so close to the Park; only 600m from the boundary.  The Park is already used for recreation activities which include trial bike riding, mountain bike riding, walking off tracks through vegetation  and walking dogs. Also there has been removal of fire wood.

There were a number of concerns discussed about the proposal:

· The effect of the increased number of people visiting the Park and any subsequent impact and damage

· Increased weed and feral animals (cats) pressure on the Park and the effect on already declining bird population.

One member recounted the negative impact he had observed when major residential developments took place near native vegetation he was managing. It resulted in a drop in plant and animal species through increased human impact.

It was agreed to continue highlighting the group’s disapproval to the proposed development. In particular following up on:

· Information from Council regarding plans for the areas ie projected population increases. In particular if there is a specific need to have this increase in population in the area and if so, would this development in fact meet this or would the area be open to further population increase.

· Time lines for consultation and submissions etc

· Talk to other groups to increase support etc

· Be involved with the developer to ensure productive dialogue.

5. Mail – Currently Paul picks up the mail from the Cockatoo Valley Store. It was agreed that Margaret Crohn be given approval to pick up the mail as well.

6. Bridle creeper Rust. Last year a large area of the Park was treated with bridle creeper rust spores. From observations there has been an impact of the plants growth. In particular, it was observed that many plants did not flower last year. Les has drawn up a map of the areas that need treating this year. He is willing to go and collect spores from a location south of Adelaide. The group was happy with this and is willing to pay his out of pocket expenses such as petrol.

7. Bird list. There is a list of birds that can be observed in the park, although it is out of date. Kym has forwarded the list to Barry so he can check it and update it. It is important to keep these types of list updated as many people request the list and it will eventually be part of any future management plan for the Park.

8. AGM-  The group’s AGM will be held on the 13th of  August. Like last year we will see if the Hostel can be booked for the Saturday night so members can have a social evening. Kym will see if he can arrange this.  

Next meeting: 9th July 2005
Meeting closed: 12.30 

