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Minutes of Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park.

Date: 13th August 2005
Meeting opened:  1.00 pm
Present:  Steve Taylor, Paul Koch,  Kym Smith, Elizabeth Black and  Les Cain
Apologies: Annie Bond Steve Clarke, Graham Lees, Margaret Crohn and Joyce Cain,
Minutes from previous meeting. 9th July 2005
Moved: Les


Seconded: Kym 
Amendments:  Nil

Passed: Unanimously

Business arising from previous minutes:

1. Revegetating of the vacant block in front of Hostel
One of the proposals was to rip the site. The advantage of doing this is to break up compacted soil. In our soil this is not necessary. It was agreed that the greatest threat to regeneration was grazing pressure from kangaroos and rabbits. As these have been reduced we should see some improvement of regeneration. It was agreed that the best approach is regeneration not revegetating.

Steve commented that the Department would have a problem with a large block of vegetation between the Hostel and neighbors due to fire concerns.

There was also a suggestion that herbicides could be used to control weeds to allow new species to become established.

The first step is to survey and map the site. In this way existing veg. can be marked so it can be protected and weedy species such as couch and olives can be controlled.

Possible tools for regeneration include may be use of fire and fencing, although it is difficult to limit kangaroo movement.

There also may some NRM funds to provide funds for on ground works for project.
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Treasurer’s report: Nil
President’s report: Nil 
General Business:

1. Fencing. The Department of Correctional Services gangs have removed much of the old fencing and will do more. There was still concern about people cutting fences for access. This included people collecting wood and motorbikes. It was noted that it is important to keep the fences repaired and maintained as this sort of access is doing a lot of damage to the Park. The fencing is part of the department’s ongoing maintenance program.
2. Vegetation Management plan. There is a need to conduct a vegetation survey of the new block. This data then needs to be matched into the existing information. The group should approach the department via the Regional Ecologist for these funds so a contractor can be employed to do the work. Once the survey has been completed new management plans ca be developed so money is best targeted. The group will follow up on this.
3. Tracks. The new tracks still need more work carried out on them. In particular the existing signing and pamphlets do not match the new layout. The group should approach the department for funds to update these. There is still some work to be carried out on the track over the sand dune in the new bock. It needs to be hardened so it is an all- weather track and the threat of erosion is reduced. The department will work on this.
4. Sand mining. The mine in the south western boundary of the Park is a concern. The mining is coming very close to the Park boundary with the water runoff coming into the park. This posses a direct threat to the Park. There is also a block of vegetation on the corner inside the lease area that is under a protection agreement and is under threat. Steve Taylor to follow up on this 
Next meeting: 10th September 2005
Meeting closed: 1.30 pm
