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Minutes of Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park.

Date: 10th September 2005

Meeting opened:  11.30 am

Present:  Paul Koch, Steve Clarke, Kym Smith and Yvonne Rand
Apologies: Graham Lees, Margaret Crohn, Les and Joyce Cain

Minutes from previous meeting. 
Moved: Kym Smith

Seconded: Steve Clarke 
Amendments:  Nil 

Passed: Unanimously
Business arising from previous minutes:

1. Revegetation. Open space in front of hostel.

Steve Clarke spoke about his ideas about revegetating this site. He felt that revegetation should be done through minimal disturbance techniques. Possible suitable sites are where only weeds exist, no native vegetation. For example an area say 10 meters square only. In these areas weed control conducted, followed by a light scarification  of the soil and then seeding. This could be monitored to see if growth occurs and pressures on that growth. For example the effects of kangaroos and grazing. ( it was commented that the  Park is already heavily grazed by Kangaroos as no control has been undertaken. Almost all existing rabbit warrens have been treated reducing grazing pressure from them)

It was agreed that the best approach would be to collect seeds this year for a project next year. This seed could also be used for any local projects that might arise. As a group we will not have a seed collecting day but collect opportunistically.

Correspondence in:

	Source
	Topic

	Amanda Pearce
	Tax Invoice – 14th  August 2005

	
	Report – SCCP Rix Zone

	FoP
	Southern Hills Forum 2006

	
	2007 Forum

	
	Applying for grants

	Gluepot Reserve
	Courses being run

	SA Govt
	Volunteer Support Funds

	
	Volunteer training courses

	
	Wildlife Conservation Fund Grants

	MLR Catchment Board
	Chemical use course

	B Hutchins
	Cheque for books sold

	DEH
	Draft Volunteer Strategy


Correspondence out: 
	Destination
	Topic

	
	


Treasurer’s report: Nil 
President’s report: Nil
General Business:

1. Management plans. DEH has indicated that an interim management plan will be developed for the Park. This will bring in such issues as fencing, grazing pressure (which was highlighted in Bob Bates updated species list) visitors to Park etc. Steve Taylor is also working on a vegetation management plan that will also look at revegetation issues.

2. Youth Hostel guests. There were a number of concerns raised about the use of the park by Hostel guests. In particular the way guests move through the Park off designated paths, damage trees and the lack of understanding and compliance to disease control protocols. In particular the group witnessed guests walking randomly through vegetation off tracks. The meeting felt that many of these issues could be included in the Park Management Plan. In particular there could be a code of practice developed for guests to follow. In was suggested this code of practice could be provided to guests before they arrive and possibly sign off on when they pick up the key. It could also be posted in the Hostel to reinforce it.

3. Enviro funds. This project is now completed as per the original submission written by Annie. The final report needs to be submitted by the 15 of November. The report provided by Amanda Pearce will form the basis of this. The group is happy with the outcomes.

4. Grants and funds. There is now a need to seek ongoing funding to conduct more weed control in the Park. It is felt that using contractors allows a focus on a particular weed or weeds in a specific area. Friends of Parks has provided a list of current funding opportunities. It was agreed that we should use the vegetation survey to choose the next site for control. Sour Sob and Pentischistus were identified as possible villains. In particular Pen around the Hostel and sour sob around Euc. odorata in Rix area. Paul will look at funding options.


There is still a need to finish off signage on the new trails. Paul will look at 
possible sources of funds including Barossa Council Community grants.

Meeting closed: 12.30 

Next meeting: 8th October 2005
