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Minutes of Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park.

Date: 8th April 2006
Meeting opened:  12.30

Present:  Steve Taylor, Paul Koch, Kym Smith, Tammy Graetz 

Welcome Tammy as a new member

Apologies: Margaret Crohn and Les Cain

Minutes from previous meeting: 
Moved: Kym Smith

Seconded: Steve Taylor

Amendments:  Nil

Passed: Unanimously
Business arising from previous minutes:

1. Management plan. The management plan for the Park has not been completed as yet. Steve is trying to engage a suitable person to write it. He has tried to use Annie Bond but she is currently unavailable. In the first instance Steve would like to use a person who understands the issues that affect the Park. There was some concern that if the plan was not written by the end of the financial year the money would be lost. If this happens Steve is confident that other monies could be sourced in the future to fund the plan. Another problem arising is the currency of the data that has been already collected that would be used in the plan. As time goes by this information is going out of date and will need to be updated. For example many of the weeds identified in previous surveys have been controlled to an extent. Also the new section added to the Park needs surveying and included in the Plan.  

The use of the Plan was also discussed. It was agreed that the information we currently have is used to develop works programs etc. Ultimately, the Plan will provide a coordinated effort in the Park and help to direct resources either our own or external resources sourced through submissions.  

Steve will keep the group posted on developments. 

2. Rabbit control. The Department of Correction Services (DCS) has spent time checking the warrens that had previously been treated. They have conducted a very detailed and accurate survey that has show of the 150 treated only 25 are still active. Follow up work by the department will retreat these warrens if funds are available to treat them all. To consolidate this work it was suggested that rabbit control be undertaken in neighboring blocks. To do this extra funds would need to be found.

3. There has been a focus on boneseed by the DCS crew as well. They have removed the weed in the majority of the Park excluding the new block. The extent of the weed problem in this block needs to be determined and then treated. 

4. Friends of Parks extra funds. At the last Friends Forum extra funds where announced. Our group applied for funds to align the trail head signage and maps with the new trails. Unfortunately we were unsuccessful with this submission although we have not yet been notified. Steve indicated the Department does not have funds for this work. The problem still exists of the Park essentially having two trail systems. The group feels it still needs to source funds for the signage and maps. The current situation is confusing for visitors and underutilizes the tails that were designed to lessen the physical impact of visitors by creating more sustainable trails.  

Correspondence in:

	Source
	Topic

	Friends of Parks
	The bridal creeper

	
	Funding opportunities

	
	Survey

	Rotary
	Ranger of the year nominations

	Pine Forest Rover Crew
	Assistance

	Bank of Adelaide
	Statement number 82


Correspondence out: 
	Destination
	Topic

	Friends of Parks
	Funding submission


Treasurer’s report: 
Nil 

President’s report: 
Nil

General Business:

1. Phyptopthora testing. There were concerns about a group of banksias in the new block. Soils samples were collected and sent away for analysis. We are happy to say that the analysis has come back as negative. This is a very good outcome for the Park and as a group we should continue to implement hygiene practices to reduce the possibility of infection. 

2. Changing working bee times. Some of the members indicated they find it hard to attend Saturday morning working bee due to changing family / work commitments. 

It was suggested the group be canvassed about times that may best suit the changing needs of the group. For example working bees on Saturday afternoons, Sunday mornings or summer evenings.

Steve did say the availability of Department staff is always a problem but would endeavor to attend working bees if available.

It was also highlighted that work can be carried on outside normal organized working bees if members wished to.

3. NRM funding. With the changing over from catchments boards to the new NRMs there is the possibility of funds being available for Friends Groups. A project the group would like to see undertaken is rabbit control on neighboring blocks to the Park. 

Kym  to contact Chris Madagan about the possibility of this.

4. Pine Forest Rover Group. We have received an offer for this group to be involved within the Park. In particular they are looking at an ongoing involvement in the Park. It was felt this would be a wonderful opportunity and Paul will contact them. From that we can them look at specific projects that the group could undertake.

Next meeting: Notionally the 13th of May. Paul to contact members about changing times etc.

Meeting closed: 1.30 pm
