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Minutes of Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park.

Date: 12th August 2006
Meeting opened:  2.00pm
Present:  Steve Taylor, Paul Koch, Les Cain and   Kym Smith,
Apologies: Graham Lees and Joyce Cain 
Minutes from previous meeting. 8th April 2006
Moved: Steve
Seconded: Kym
Amendments:  Item 1 of Business arising should read ‘vegetation management plan’
Passed: Unanimously with amendment
Business arising from previous minutes:

1. Vegetation  Management plan. Steve indicated he was unable to arrange the writing of the plan due to unavailability of staff. Unfortunately the monies previously available has been used for other projects. Steve feels he should be able secure funds in the next budget to write the plans
2. Rabbit control is continuing in the park. The contractors have revisited the warrens they have treated and have reported that very few have reopened.

Correspondence in:

	Source
	Topic

	FoP
	Brushcutter Training

	
	AGM information

	
	Round 9 Threatened species grants

	NRM
	Welcome information

	SA Gov
	2006/7 heritage grants

	FoP
	Friends Grants 2006

	
	13th AGM 1.5.06

	Conservation Vol. Aust.
	Risk assessment workshops

	Natural Heritage Trust
	Envirofund acquittal acceptance

	Fed Govt.
	VSEG 2006 invitations for submissions

	Friends of Black Hill and Morialta 
	20th Birthday celebrations

	Southern Hills Forum 2006
	Details

	Rotary Club
	Volunteer/ Ranger nominations

	FoP
	Butterflies- bringing them back

	
	13th AGM Treasures audited report

	
	Aust.Post Community Development Grants

	
	Available Grants

	
	Bushcare training

	State Gov.
	Volunteer Support Funds

	Fed Gov.
	Community water Grants


Correspondence out: 
	Destination
	Topic

	FoP
	Friends Grant


Treasurer’s report: Nil
President’s report: Nil
General Business:

1. The new trials have been in place for a while now. One problem was highlighted in the northern park of the Park. Moving from the car park there is no good signage to direct walkers over the paddock towards the ruins. It was felt that more signage was need here. To assist in marking out the trial across the paddock it was agreed that amenity planting would be established along the trial to provide definition and over time shade. Small scale planting inside enclosures will be used. Care will be taken to work in with existing vegetation, especially native grasses. It is also important that any planting leave an open aspect

Steve also indicated that the department would bring in some rubble to stabalise 
the sections of the new trail in particular where it goes over the sand dune.

2. Rovers. Paul has spoken to representatives form the Forest Rovers on a number of occasions.  From the conversations they appear keen to be involved in the Park. Paul and Kym have looked a number of projects that could be involved in including  moving and maintaining tree guards on new plants and work on the new trails, Paul will write to the group.
3. Signage. The group has received funds through the Friends of Parks Gift fund to assist in the design and production of maps and interpretative information for the trail heads. Steve indicated that these funds could be used in conjunction with Department  resources to produce appropriate material. Steve outlined the Department’s policy of producing maps etc to be included on web sites so visitors could download ‘brochures’. 

It was highlighted that a map may be useful in the center of the Park as many 
people forget the information they read at the trial head. Steve indicated that a 


shelter may be available that could located in the Park with the map

The group indicated it would be will to undertake the repair of the shelter prior to 
its installation.


It was agreed that appropriate maps for the three locations be produced.


Steve will investigate the options and get back to the group.
4. Funding submission. Steve indicated that there are very few funds available through the Department for works in the Park. He felt that much needs funds would only be available through Friends Groups seeking grant funds. The process of applying for grants was discussed. In particular the effort and specialised skills needed in identifying, writing and securing funds. Many felt this was currently outside the human resources available to the group.

One option that was discussed was the use of ‘outside’ expertise to 
carry out the 
submission writing process. 


It was agreed that Steve contact Margaret Crohn who offers this service to find 
out if it is feasible for her to work with the group.

The group submitted an application to the Friends of Parks Grants fund. This was 
for monies to be spent to the new trails. Unfortunately the group was 
unsuccessful. We have been advised that our application will go automatically 
into the next round for consideration.
5. Pest control. There has been ongoing pest control within the Park and in adjacent properties. NRM monies have been used with the Park for rabbit control and bone seed work in adjacent properties. Bone seed work in the Park has been carried out by group members. Steve commented that the groups members, in particular Les, Joyce and Kym have reduced the infestation of boneseed to a manageable level. He commented that 10 years ago if it was said that the group could reduce the boneseed infestation down to it’s current low level it would have seemed an unattainable goal. He feels the level of bone seed control is the best he has ever seen and wanted to acknowledge those members putting in the on ground work. Currently ‘hot spots’ are being targeted before the plants go to seed.

The bridle creeper rust is taking hold; bridle creeper in some sections of the Park
show wonderful distress. Steve did inform the group of  a new emerging Bridle 
creeper threat, the Western Cape form. This form has larger leaves, the size of a 
fifty cent piece, but have a duller appearance. The threat rises from the fact it is 
not affected by the rust we are currently using. It is important to be vigilant in 
looking for this form and if you see it, control it immediately with more 
traditional methods ie poisoning or removal. If you do feel you have spotted some 
please take a sample and send it off to the herbarium for positive identification so 
it’s spread can be monitored.
6. Meeting times. It was agreed to keep the meeting times to 12.30 on the 2nd  Saturday of the month. It was felt the members could choose to be involved in a working bee either before or after the meeting. The issue of summer temperatures was raised. It was felt that the group could adjust meeting according to forecasted weather conditions.
Next meeting: 9th of September 2006
Meeting closed: 3.00pm
