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Minutes of Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park.

Date: 10th Feb. 2007
Meeting opened:  1.00 pm
Present:  Steve Taylor, Paul Koch, Kym Smith, Yvonne Rand and Don Johns.
Apologies: Margaret Crohn
Minutes from previous meeting. 9th September 2006
Moved: Kym
Seconded: Yvonne 
Amendments:  Nil
Passed: Unanimously

Business arising from previous minutes:

1. New Trails

Steve commented that work will be carried out on the new trails, in particular to harden the surface over the sand dune and work on the drive way. At the moment the Department has a number of seasonal fire crew that are available to carry out projects involving Park presentation when they have time available. The trial and driveway would be part of this work.
Trail head signage work is still pending and Steve will talk to Eric about moving this along. The Department is updating the maps they have on their web site. The aim is to not print out brochures but make them available to be printed off the web. This work should produce the base information of a new map with the layout of the new trail system. The overall information on the trail head signs will stay the same with a few changes. This will then provide all the information for new trial head interpretative signs to be printed. This will remove the confusion that now exists.
Kym indicated he had some information about the new trails and could forward this on to the relevant person.

It is planned that a new interpretive station will be established in the center of the park. Steve will check with Eric whether this structure is still available for our use. 
Correspondence in:

	Source
	Topic

	Barry and Ruby Hutchins
	Acceptance of  Patron role and donation

	Adelaide Bank 
	Statement #84

	Northern NRM
	The groups Charter

	Friends of Parks
	22nd Friends Forum

	
	Native Grass ID course

	
	New Maritime Archaeology Book

	
	“Valley of  Stone” – new publication

	
	Tools for recruitment

	
	OHS Cir. # 2

	SA Gov.
	Receipt  of signage grant application

	
	Phytophthora fallax

	
	NRM Board

	
	Environment Highlights

	Friends of  Parks
	National weed asparagus info

	
	Volunteer support Ranger info.

	
	GVEHO advertisement

	
	Fox DNA survey

	
	Web site feedback

	
	UNI SA internet site

	
	Changes to cemetery vegetation regulations

	
	23rd Annual Forum

	Adelaide Bank
	Statement # 85

	Friends of  Parks
	AGM info

	
	Media protocol 

	DEH
	22nd Friends Forum – minutes.

	
	FoP awards- nominations

	
	Pink forms

	Williamstown and Lyndoch Landcare Group
	Minutes

	DEH
	The Chain

	
	Annual Awards

	
	Dene Cordes retirement

	
	In-kind contributions 2006 Asparagus program

	FoP
	Volunteering Aust. survey

	
	Notice 14th AGM

	
	


Correspondence out: 
	Destination
	Topic

	
	


Treasurer’s report: Nil
President’s report: Nil
General Business:

1. New member. Kym welcomed  Don as a new member of our group. Don has a business providing bushcare services within the region. He is also responsible for the maintenance of  the Hostel in the Park.
2. Steve spoke about two new positions being created by the Department. They are Volunteer Support Ranger based out of Black Hill Conservation Park. Their primary role is to link volunteers to specific projects. Other roles include streamlining funding applications and submission writing. They may also be able to facilitate specific works within Parks; for example the signage for our new trails. 

3. Pink Forms. It is now time to fill out the annual pink forms. These are used to nominate the work the group wishes to do in the following year and also to review the work we have done. This information is needed to record the number of hours volunteers work in the Park. It is also important for insurance matters


The attachment below is a list of our proposed activities for this year.
4.
Sheep in Park. Kym has noticed that four sheep have been wandering into the 
Park on the Western boundary. They need to be removed from the Park and then 
the fence repaired. It is important that the owners of the sheep be informed so they 
can ensure they don’t wander into the Park.
Next meeting: 10th March 2007
Meeting closed: 200pm
Attachment: 

Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park

Job list for Friends of Sandy Creek working bees, other volunteers and possible funding applications. 

DRAFT for comment – February 2007

Bushcare/Weed Control

Boneseed has been a major threat to native vegetation in the Park, but is now largely under control due to the efforts of Friends of Sandy Creek CP, other volunteers and DEH. Followup by Friends (especially Les & Joyce Cain) is ongoing. 

Boneseed control in Bonnin Block - cut & swab, large plants have mostly been drilled and filled during 2006.

Boneseed along the creek lines in the Wilson Zone, the western boundary of the Wilson Zone and quarry adjacent northern entrance require followup treatment.

Lupins in south end of the Wilson Zone (vsp139) and in hostel paddock were initially controlled in 2004. These weeds will need annual followup for several years - hand pull before seed set at the end of August.

Control dogrose and bamboo in creek at vsp120 (adjacent to the “hostel paddock”) & check for tagasaste germination on the adjacent northern bank. This work was started in 2004 and is ongoing.

Identify and control Galenia patches in hostel paddock.

Prickly Pear control- Pimpala Rd vsp140, E boundary vsp113 to 119, Bonnin block vsp153. It may be necessary to remove cut material.

Monadenia near hostel, adjacent slab south of hostel, south of creek junction @vsp127, 132. Also 123, 129. Control or remove seed heads before seeds set in August. 

Olives - followup, small bushes in creek & other places. 2 large trees near valencia tree (vsp139). 

Find & destroy blowfly bush (Rhamnus alaternus) and olives in the Rix zone- near vsp73.

Control artichoke thistle (and Phalaris) in hostel paddock, before seed set (November?)

Sandy Creek - adjacent to the chook farm. Control of olives, boneseed and other weeds on steep ground. Check for other weeds invading from adjacent property - Vinca major (periwinkle) etc.

Amaryllis & Narcissus bulbs near slab south of hostel - use tongs to wipe leaves, August to October.

Watsonia, unknown bulb (Ferraria sp?) along E boundary of Wilson Zone - wipe leaves, August to October.

Continued spreading of bridal creeper rust throughout the Park and surrounding properties. 

Feral Animals, Grazing Pressure

Resurvey of active rabbit warrens in the whole Park, some of this has been done already during 2006.

Treatment of warrens in Park & surrounding properties using Phostoxin in late summer & other times.

Collect, sort & reuse tree guards, bird wire, small exclosures near Mark Bonnin walkway and "vineyard". These can be used to protect germinating native plants including Astroloma and Banksia marginata from grazing damage by kangaroos and rabbits.

Survey

Vegetation survey of Bonnin Block. Vegetation in the Park was surveyed during 2002 using 142 (vsp) survey points. The 15 survey points in the Bonnin Block have not been surveyed.  Data collected by the Correctional Services team in 2006 should be reviewed and mapped.

Trails

Fire trail repair, hardening of steep sections with local gravel

Maintenance of new and existing walking trails

Removal or reuse of wooden signs on the old trails when new trails are opened.

Development of new posters for the interpretive stations at the entrances. Production of updated walking trail maps.

Other

Collection & dispersal of Themeda seeds and other native grass seeds - from the creekline in the Wilson Zone. These seeds can be redistributed in the weedy paddocks along Pimpala Rd and adjacent to the hostel.

Removal of car wrecks from gully in Wilson Zone

… and of course, the important work - birdwatching, plant identification, website development, "open" days, visiting other Parks, recruiting new members etc.
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