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Minutes of Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park.

Date: 12th May 2007
Meeting opened:  1.15 pm
Present:  Paul Koch, Erik Dahl, Margaret Crohn and Yvonne Rand
Apologies: Steve Taylor
Minutes from previous meeting. 10th February 2007
Moved: Kym
Seconded: Yvonne
Amendments:  Nil
Passed: Unanimously
Business arising from previous minutes:

1. Volunteer support Rangers. Erik informed the meeting that two Volunteer Support Workers have been appointed . The officer we will be working with is Carol Schmidt. Carol is originally form the Barossa but has worked extensively in this field including interstate. Her main aim will be to help Friends Groups focus on the Department’s aims and goals. She is based at Black Hill and will be making herself known to the different groups in the near future.

2. Trails. Steve Taylor is still working on this project. He is working with Phil Brenhan in the design and publishing section to develop a strategy for the signs. The main issue is redesigning and printing the maps that are placed at the trial heads and within the Park information brochures. 

We also talked about placing an interpretative station with the map in the center 
of the Park so walkers could re-orientate themselves. Erik said he believed that 
the station is at Para Wirra and will check where it is.

3. Bonnin Block. The new section that has been included in the Park is called the Bonnin Block after Mr Mark Bonnin. Erik said that the section has been gazetted and is an official part of the Park. The Friends group is happy with this name as it continues to honor  the support and involvement by the Bonnin family in the Park.. It was suggested that there be an official naming ceremony for the section as it is an important milestone for the Park. Erik said he would  look into this. With these arrangements underway Paul will draft a letter informing Mrs Bonnin of the situation and invite her to the dedication ceremony. It was felt that the ceremony and the opening of the new trials could go hand in hand.
4. Sheep and Pink forms. The Pink form is in and the sheep are out !

Correspondence in:

	Source
	Topic

	Friends of Parks (FoP)
	23rd Annual Forum

	
	AGM info

	
	Trails awards

	SA Govt
	Circular #7 Volunteer injury claims

	FoP
	Trails Alliance Brochure

	NRM
	Newsletter

	
	World Environment Day 3rd  June Gawler High School

	FoP
	AGM info

	
	Training courses: bushcare and ID

	Pine Forrest Rovers
	Working bee 16 and 17 of June

	Williamstown, Lyndoch Landcare Group
	25th April Minutes


Correspondence out: 
	Destination
	Topic

	
	


Treasurer’s report: 
President’s report: 
General Business:

1 Training course. The Friends of Parks has provided information about a range of different course available for volunteers. Every one is encouraged to consider attending a course.

 Listed below are current ones being offer 
	Topic
	Date 
	Location

	Advanced Bush Care
	24th May 
	Belair NP

	Bush for Life*
	4th July
	Gawler 

	Plant Identification
	12th September
	Para Wirra NP

	Grass Identification
	6th October 
	Para Wirra NP

	Grass Identification
	10th November 
	Belair NP


*there are a large number of these courses throughout the year in different locations

If you need detail on any training courses please contact Paul

2 Pine Rover Crew – This group has decided on the 16th and 17th of June to come up to the Park to carry out some work. Paul said he could come and help them on Saturday morning, Steve Taylor may be able to come out on Saturday afternoon and Kym on Sunday. Paul will contact the group to say that would be fine. He will get more details from them i.e numbers etc. Paul and  Kym will get together and work out a program for them. 

3 Valley Poultry. There has been some suggestion in the local community that Valley Poultry will be selling up and the land subdivided for housing. Concern was raised that it would be high density housing. As the property shares a boundary with the Park there was concern about the impact on the Park. This impact may include feral cats, people putting pressure on the Park though wood collection, physical damage and spread of weeds etc. Erik to check with the Council about this and possible effects on Park and any submission that can be made. 

4 Youth Hostel signage.   YHA wants to put a new sign on Pimpala Road opposite the entry into the Park. They feel many people can not find the Park when they drive up the road. The Department is taking this opportunity to also place a sign there for the same reason. 

5 Erik indicated as part of there fire protection program, hardening work will still be carried out on the  sand dune in Bonnin block. This will give better access for vehicles especially in an emergency.  

6 Chris Madigan from the NRM has some funds with Green Corp to tackle boneseed in the Park  He is looking at the northern edge. He spoke to Erik who said that the group has done a wonderful job in controlling bone seed in Park and effort may be better spent outside the Park on neighbouring properties.  Chris will look at neighboring properties to do a landscape scale control program.

7 Explosives storage and transportation certification. Erik is currently undertaking this training. When completed this will allow this type of rabbit control work to be continued in the Park. The work that has been carried out in the Park has been very successful and more will be conducted when funds become available. There was some discussion about effects on other animals. Erik assured the meeting that the Department’s contractor is extremely knowledgeable and experienced with monitoring animals. He would not have treated a warren if there was nay indication of other animals using the warren for example echidnas or goannas etc. Kym said he has spoken the operator when he was working and felt very comfortable about his knowledge, in particular habitat requirements of a range of different species and the care he was using to avoid damage to them 

Next meeting: 9th June 
Meeting closed: 1.50pm
