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 Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park.

Ranger’s report 10th February 2008

In lieu of minutes for the February meeting Steve Taylor reported on a number of on-going projects. This is a summary of what he said.

Trails up-date
Eric de-Smit has been working with the DEH design unit to finalise details about the trails. The text and maps have been finalised for the signs. This information will also be used for the development of the brouchure. This will ensure uniformity between the two. The texts and maps will also be made available for other organisations that may be promoting the Park for example guide books etc.  

There seems to be enough funds available from the Friends Group and Parks to finish pay for the production of brochures and actual signs that will be placed in the Park.

It is hoped that after the brochures and signs are produced there will be some funds to reimburse the Trails alliance so they can help other Parks.

Eric has also put in a bid for funds to decommission the old tracks. When the new signs etc are in place the old trials can be taken out of the system. This has already been conducted by Rob Marshell in some areas, Kym was going to review and inform Eric of any immediate discrepancies.

Dedication of trials and new block

When the signage is completed there will be an opportunity to conduct a dedication event to officially open the new trails and recognise the new block as part of the Park. This will involve talking to the NFSA and other organisations to coordinate a suitable site for dedication plaques etc.
Bid for Correctional Services crew

A bid has been made for a crew to work in the Park in 2007-08. With suitable supervision and direction the crew can be very productive. 

Eric is looking at the crew working on olives and boneseed.

Bush fire management

There is a requirement that each Park have a fire response plan. Discussions were held with the Department and the Lyndoch CFS.

The group looked at fire management in the Park. It was identified that the sandy tracks posed serious problems to fighting a fire. In particular large vehicles driving over the sand dunes would churn up the dunes causing physical damage and the high probability of appliances being bogged.

It was concluded that the best option would be stationing large appliances on the perimeter of the Park supplying smaller vehicles that would fight the fire. 

Previously there has been consideration of hardening the dunes to allow access for fire fighting vehicles. This will not happen now, as the smaller vehicles will be able to move over the dunes in there current condition. The dunes will be monitored and decisions made later about the condition and if any work need to be carried out.

Changed Role

Steve will take on a different role for the next 3 months. He will be conducting work that will look at assessing the process of conducting prescribed burns from an operations view. In particular if prescribed burns take into consideration on-ground conditions, for example the potential of affecting critical areas.

It is hoped this work will result in better prescribed burns and fire and habitat management. 
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