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Minutes of Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park.

Date: 14th September 2002
Meeting opened:  12.30pm

Present:  Annie Bond, Maurice Roche, Eileen Pillman, Margaret McIntyre, Paul Koch, Graham Lees, Scotte Wedderburn, Nicol Lewis  and Margaret Crohn

Apologies: Katey Bereny

Minutes from previous meeting. 
Moved: Annie

Seconded: Graham

Amendments: Nil  

Passed: Unanimously
Business arising from previous minutes:

Friends Forum.

Annie thanked all those people who assisted in the organization and running in the Forum. From all accounts, it was a successful Forum with many people commenting how enjoyable it was.

An invitation has been received from Ruth Charlseworth  for a BBQ at her home on the 21st of September. Everyone is welcome.

Vegetation survey.

National Parks and Wildlife have forwarded a cheque for $500 to complete the remaining area adjacent to the Hostel.

Maurice has agreed to complete this work.

All of the survey sheets have been entered in the data base and maps showing occurrence and density of different weeds and pest animals have been produced. Annie showed the meeting a number of these maps. These maps can now be used as the basis of control programs.

Chainsaw course.

Maurice reported on the chainsaw course he recently attended. Although he felt it was a good course, there would be little opportunity for the friends group using chainsaws in the Park.

There are, however, a number of legislative requirements that need to be considered if they are used. This included the operator using the correct personal protection equipment (chaps, steel cap boots, ear protection, helmet, safety glasses etc), working in pairs and access to a  first aid kit with compression bandage.

Log books.

Maurice talked about the need for the group to keep records in a log book of work that is carried out, ie who, location in Park, type of work carried out, number of hours, any incidents etc. This is primarily for insurance reasons. 

· To record work and incidents that may relate to insurance claims

· To provide data for the Park Department regarding the ratio of work completed to accidents. This will help in setting insurance premiums that are now quite high as there is no data to determine premiums.

It was agreed that we should have a log book which will be maintained by the secretary.

Address for Group.

Graham has looked into a post box at the Cockatoo Valley Store.

This is a free service provided by the store. Mail can be accessed at any time when the store is open.

The meeting agreed that this would be a good idea so the group will have it’s own postal address.

The new postal address for the group is:

Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park

C/- Cockatoo Valley Post Office

SA 5351

Correspondence in:

	Source
	Topic

	DEH
	Cheque#00172130 – Veg. Survey

	Terry Owers
	Subscription Cheque # 3958

	Steve Taylor
	Support for GPS applcation

	Office of Volunteers
	Risk Management

	FoP Inc
	Financial report 1998-1999

	Barry and Ruby Hutchins
	Bird list and feedback on Forum


Correspondence out: 
	Destination
	Topic

	DEH
	Application for GPS


Treasurer’s report: 

	Opening balance $                          2362.64

	

	Income.

	Membership sub
	  55

	Donations
	  60

	Veg. survey
	500

	Total   $                                              615.00          

	

	Expenditure. Nil

	Total                                                     00.00

	

	

	Balance $ at 14th Sept. 2002            2977.64

	


	Non Discretionary Funds – Funds remaining on grants

	Weed, vermin control grant
	  1000.00

	Exclosures Grant
	    572.15

	Botany Grant
	    177.47

	Veg. survey
	    500.00

	

	Total $
	  2249.62


	Discretionary funds available

	Balance at 14th Sept. 2002            
	  2977.64

	Non Discretionary Funds
	  2249.62

	

	Total $
	    728.02


Spending.

Graham spoke of the monies that the group had available to use. This included monies to be spent appropriately from different grants, and discretionary funds. 

This was discussed with the focus on monies we can spend. It was felt that a test could be applied to spending ideas: “ does the spending enhance the vegetation within the Park”

Possible spending ideas include:

· Paying for weeding in Park

· Breeding up biological control agents for Bridal creeper.

It was also felt that we should speak to Eric about possible ideas.

President’s report: 
Nil

General Business:

Botanist Visit

The group has a small amount of money it can spend on a Botanist. Anne Prescott has been approached and she is willing to come out to the Park for a session.

The date is Saturday the 9th of November.

Meet at the Hostel at 9.30 for a 10.00 o’clock start. Anne will be looking at grasses and other plant types. She may also be running the group through an activity relating to vegetation types.

There will be a BBQ at 1.00. BYO you own food and drink.

Christmas breakup.

It was proposed that is year’s Christmas meeting be a morning walk in the Park identifying birds. This was felt to be a good idea and details will be worked on.

Membership.

As a way of increasing membership of the group, Graham produced a flyer that can be used to advertise the group. The meeting felt the flyer was appropriate and should be used. They will be placed in local shops, schools and a letter drop at the Cockatoo Valley store. It was felt it best to target people that live in the vicinity of the Park as they are the ones most likely to join our group.

Landcare award cheque.

At the last Friend’s Forum the group received an award and cheque. Unfortunately the cheque has been mislaid. 

Paul will write the to Landcare Committee with the view of having another cheque issued

Signatories to account.

With the change of office bearers at the last AGM there is a need to update signatories on the group’s cheque account.

The following people were nominated to be signatories.

Graham Lees – Treasurer

Annie Bond -  President

Paul Koch  - Secretary

Any two to sign cheques.

All in Favour.

Graham to arrange the paperwork.

Newsletter.

There was some discussion about the newsletter and the current format. It was felt that it did take up a lot of time and questions about the target audience for the newsletter and it’s aim was raised.

It was felt that as minutes were now going out regularly to financial members there was no reason to have a separate newsletter. 

To provide more informal information to members, Paul offered to bring along a digital camera to working bees to record activities. These pictures with captions will be complied on a flyer and then attached to the minutes. This was felt to be a quick and easy way to keep members informed about work and issues within the Park.

Paul will produce the flyer when he is doing the minutes.

Next meeting:

Working bee.

The next working bee will be on the 12th October . The activity for the day will be removing Monadinea – South African finger Orchard. This plant is very invasive and produces a large number of viable seeds. At the moment, there is only a small patch recorded in the Park.

Please bring along chisels for getting under the tubers to lift them out of the group. They must then placed in a plastic bag for deep fill disposal.

Meet at the hostel at 9.30.

Meeting closed: 1.45 pm.

